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Clay, to bring forward such a proposition. It was a good, deal talked
over, privately, among friends. Mr. Clay put the proposed bill into the
hands of Mr. Davis, my present colleague, then in the House of [Repre-
sentatives. Mr. Davis handed it to me, in Mr. Clay's Jiandwriting, and I
copied it; and that copy you have. When the bill was afterward intro-
duced, those words which you speak of were left out. The bill was dis-
cussed in the Senate, referred to a committee (of which I was one), and
again reported to the Senate; and it became understood that it would
pass the Senate. I had, however, suggested that it was not a bill which
could constitutionally originate in the Senate; and, this opinion appear-
ing to gain ground, the proceeding in the Senate stopped all at once, and
Mr. Letcher introduced the measure into the House, had it referred to tlie
Committee of the "Whole, as the rules require, "but witJi instructions to
report the same lill, without amendment, lads to tlie 'House. This was done
accordingly; the bill immediately passed; came to the Senate, and passed
there also. In a day or two I will send you a copy of tlie bill, as Mr. Clay
first introduced it into the Senate, and such other facts, from the journals,
as may place you in possession of the exact history of the bill. But if you
will look at the law, as it now stands, you win find that it completely
negatives all idea of protection:

1.  Because it expressly confines revenue to the wants of Government.

2.  Because it expressly rejects discrimination, which is the only true
and practical mode of protection.

Tours truly,

"DAHIEL WEBSTEE.
" Mr. Ketchurn."

[TO MR. KETCHTBI.]

" WASHINGTON, January 20,1838.

MY DEAE SIE : I enclose you a copy of Mi1. Clay's bill, in 1833, as
originally prepared by him. The copy was made by me, from the original,
in Mr. Clay's own handwriting. Some alterations took place before the
measure was formally brought forward, as others, during its progress in
Congress. Nevertheless, if you examine the law, it is now, in truth, an
attempt by Congress to surrender the protecting power, and strike it out
of the Constitution. I opposed this bill in every stage, and so did three-
fourths of the tariff interest in both Houses. All the South went for it;
Mr. Clay's personal Mends went for it, and a few good men from the
North and the Centre, from various motives, went for it also ; for example,
Mr. Bell, of New Hampshire, and Mr. Frelinghuysen.

" The bill passed at the end of the session. I took my notes, etc.,,
along with me, and, staying a day or two at Philadelphia, sat down to
wiite out my speech at length. A friend happened to conic in, and, find-
ing out what I was about, dissuaded me from, it. He said the act was
done, the thing was settled; and the publication of my speech would only